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Dear Citizens of Dyersburg: 

Please take time to review the information in this publication.  The  City of Dyersburg is provid-
ing this information in an effort to help you and your family be prepared for local community 
emergencies.  

Mayor John Holden  

�
EMERGENCY�SIRENS�
�
The�City�of�Dyersburg�has�9�emergency�sirens.�They�are�ac�vated�
when� there� is� a� local� emergency� that� results� in� an� imminent�
threat�to�human�life.��When�you�hear�the�sirens�sound,�immedi�
ately�tune�your�TV�or�radio�to�a�local�sta�on�for�informa�on�for�
the�type�of�emergency�that�is�occurring.��
�
A�steady�tone�indicates�a�local�emergency.��A�wail�tone�(rise�and�
fall),�indicates�a�na�onal�emergency.��
�
Examples� of� local� emergencies� would� be� events� like� a� tornado�
warning,� hazardous� chemical� spill,� and� so� forth.� � Examples�of� a�
na�onal�emergency�would�be�events�like�a�missile�a�ack�against�
the�United�States.���
�
The�sirens�are�tested�daily�at�10:00AM�with�a�so��growl�test,�and�
they�are�tested�on�the��rst�Wednesday�of�the�month�at�12�noon,��
with�a�1�minute�steady�tone.��
�
�
�

�
ABOUT�TORNADO�WARNINGS�
�
When� the� Na�onal� Weather� Service� issues� a� tornado�
warning,� you� should� immediately� seek� shelter,� turn� on�
your� TV� or� radio� to� a� local� broadcast� sta�on� for�more�
informa�on,�and�prepare�for�a�possible�tornado.�����
�
A�tornado�warning�does�not�necessarily�mean�that�a�tor�
nado�is�on�the�ground.�It�is�an�alert��to�warn�that�severe�
thunderstorms�with�tornadoes�may�be�imminent.��
�
Ques�on—Why�are�there�so�many�false�warnings,�where�
a�tornado�never�develops?���
�
Current�technology�only�allows�for�the�Na�onal�Weather�
Service� to�determine� if�a�storm�has�a�strong�probability�
of�developing�a�tornado.� � If�we�waited�for�con�rma�on�
of�a�tornado�on�the�ground,� lives�could�be� lost,�without�
ever�having�the�bene�t�of�a�warning.���
�
So�when�a�tornado�warning�has�been�issued,��immediately�
seek�shelter�and�prepare�for�a�possible�tornado.�
���
�

 �
�
Visit�www.dyersburgtn.gov�and�click�on�the�emergency�preparedness�link��to�
learn�how�to�make�a�preparedness�kit�for�your�family�and�pets!�



WEATHER� SAFETY� PLAN� �� Go� to� h�p://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/�l.pdf,� and� download� the� Na�onal�
Weather� Service� Severe�Weather� Preparedness� Brochure.� This� brochure� will� provide� storm� terminology� and�
storm�safety�informa�on,�as�well�as�informa�on�about�all�severe�weather�events,�such�as��oods,�lightning,�tor�
nadoes,�and�severe�thunderstorms.��
�
Every�home�and�business�needs�a�severe�weather�safety�plan.���

Residents�of�the�City�of�Dyersburg�can�sign�up�for�CodeRed,�an�automated�service�that�
sends��emergency�informa�on�via�text�messages,�email,�and�telephone�calls.��For�more�
informa�on,� go� to� www.dyersburgtn.gov,� and� click� on� the� CodeRed� link� to� enroll� for�
free.�

COMMUNITY� STORM�SHELTERS� ��Currently,�there�are�no�o�cial�storm�shelters�for�the�City�of�Dyersburg.� �We�are�working�with�
FEMA�and�other�partners�in�hopes�of�developing��community�shelters.��
�
If�you�have�your�own�cer��ed�storm�shelter�you�should�register�it�with�the�Dyersburg�Fire�Department.��This�will�ensure�that�the�
Dyersburg�Fire�Department�will�have�your�shelter�GPS�coordinates�in�a�data�base,�which�will�enable�responders�to�locate�the�shel�
ter�and�ensure�that�you�are�not�trapped�inside,�a	er�a�tornado�strike.�
�
Call�Dyersburg�Fire�Department�at�731.288.7614�for�addi�onal�informa�on.���

DO�NOT�CALL�911�OR�311�FOR�INFORMATION�DURING��
SEVERE�WEATHER�or�OTHER�LOCAL�EMERGENCIES�

�
These�types�of�calls��e�up�valuable�resources�and�delays�response�to�other�valid�emergencies�

Listen�to�your�local�broadcast�TV�or�Radio�Sta�on�for�Informa�on�

The�City�of�Dyersburg�is�a��
Cer��ed�Na�onal�Weather�Service�Storm�Ready�Community�

WHAT�IS�IPAWS��
�
IPAWS�stands�for�integrated�public�aler�ng�and�warning�systems,�and�is�the�next�genera�on�of�what�we�know�
as� the�emergency�alert� system.� � IPAWS�will�bridge� the�gap�between�all�media�outlets,� smart�phones,�email,�
text,�etc.��This�technology�is�nearing�implementa�on�and�is�expected�to�be�available�some�me�in�2012�2013.���
�
Na�onal�or�local�emergencies�that�are�of�an�imminent�threat�to�human�life,�would�be�immediately�broadcast�
to�all�cell�phones,�television,�radio,�media,�and�other�sources�at�the�same��me.��
�

WEATHER� RADIOS� �� every� home� and� business� should� have� a� weather� radio.� We� recommend� the� type� that� has�
“SAME”� (speci�c� area�message�encoding)� technology,�which�allows�you� to�program� the� speci�c� coun�es�you�want� to�
monitor.��

WEATHER�RADIOS�SAVE�LIVES�

this publication was provided by the dyersburg emergency operations center  


