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Great American Cleanup 2008 
 

This year’s Great American Cleanup was extremely successful.  I was so impressed with the volunteers who gave their time and 
energy on an absolutely gorgeous Saturday afternoon to pick up litter and debris other individuals have thrown on the ground 
and on our roadways.  We had a great turn out.  Preliminary totals show close to 7000 pounds of trash, debris and recycled 
electronics were collected in just 4 short hours in the City of Dyersburg and Dyer County.   

There is no way to know exactly how many volunteers participated because not everyone registered; however, it looks 
as though we had over 500 volunteers. One count shows a whopping 370 volunteers for the First United Methodist Church’s 
“Mission Blitz” participation in the GAC.  Together these remarkable individuals removed litter, planted shrubs and other green-
ery, improved and maintained local properties such as the YMCA and Salvation Army (including cleaning closets, installing and/
or repairing insulation, cleaned nurseries, painted walls and cleaned and painted furniture) and more; amazing, just amazing.   

 Individuals and organizations such as the Dyersburg High School Key Club, West Dyersburg Church of Christ, Public 
Works, Dyersburg Fire Dept. and other City of Dyersburg employees, Dyer County employees, Boy Scout Troop 380,  Brownie 
Troop 333, NAACP, the Delta Academy Class of 2008, Dyersburg City Beautiful, Dyersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta, Inc., the TN Rollerz Motorcycle Club, New Bethel Baptist Church, P.A.P.I. (Promoting a Positive Image), Shauf Realty, 
members of the Dyer Co. Master Gardeners Club, Burks Broadcasting employees, the Dyer Co. Litter Control group, Ross 
United Methodist Church, Pioneer Homeowners Association, as well as City and County officials volunteered their time and en-
ergy.  Perhaps “synergy” would be the proper word to use rather than energy because synergy is” the combined effort being 
greater than its parts”.  Together, this group of volunteers achieved outstanding results.   

After the cleanup all volunteers were invited to share a meal together, fellowship and enjoy one another’s company.  
Children and young volunteers played in the sand and on the park equipment. I had to opportunity to speak with nearly all of the 
volunteers who dined under the pavilion at Okeena Park this day.  It was at this time I was able to express my gratitude for their 
service to our community.  This type of event gives each of us a chance to meet our neighbors and other community residents, 
to get to know one another, appreciate our similarities and our differences.  When we know one another and do service for one 
another, we become family.  And families watch out for one another making our community a safer, happier place to live for eve-
ryone. 
             My friends Tab Hawkins, Mackie French and Gary White generously spent time entertaining us with song.  I had not 
seen or talked with Tab for several years, but when I called and asked him to participate he did not hesitate for a moment to say 
yes.  Thanks guys!  I appreciate each one of you.  
             Several businesses and individuals donated food, food related items or other supplies for the Great American Cleanup.  
They were (in no particular order) Save A Lot, Kroger, Burks Beverage, Matt Hamilton, Hammond Vending, Wal Mart, Mayor 
Richard Hill, Stine Cooperwood (Keep TN Beautiful Project Coordinator), Country Mart, Todd & Son Ice Co.. Wayde Jackson, 
the Sanitation Department  and the Chamber of Commerce.  Thank you all for your generosity. 
            Thanks also to Tommy Edmonds, Solid Waste Board Regional Director, who traveled from Humboldt to collect our “e-
cycle items” and to Charles Carr who traveled from Trenton to collect our paper and aluminum recycling items.  Mr. Carr also 
provides the recycle receptacles for paper and aluminum in our city (free of charge).   
            I would like to extend a special thank you to every city employee involved in the Great American Cleanup.  Without you, 
this event would not, could not have been a success.  You removed litter, cooked and served food to the masses, registered 
volunteers, handed out supplies, put up tables and chairs, hung signs, took supplies back and forth to Okeena Park, cleaned 
house, drove a truck, threw garbage, litter and debris on the trucks, answered the phone, directed traffic, asked for donations, 
provided necessary supplies and more.  You’re the best. 
                                                            Penny Damesworth 
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Due to rising fuel prices, the City of Dyersburg will spend an additional $150,000 on fuel this budget year.  You, as 
a City employee, can cut back on fuel consumption by implementing practices such as the following: 

ο Avoid excess idle time in city vehicles; turn off vehicles whenever practical. 
ο Reduce the amount of trips by carefully planning each day. 
ο Avoid aggressive driving such as gunning the gas pedal and abrupt stopping. 
ο Remove excess weight from your vehicle. 
ο Be sure timely maintenance is performed on your vehicle. 
ο Keep vehicle tires properly inflated. 

 Together these actions can help improve City vehicle fuel efficiency as well as your own.  I am asking each 
of you to make a conscious effort to help us manage our fuel costs. 
 There are several events coming up this month.  The National Day of Prayer will be held on Thursday, May 
1st.  This includes the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast to be held at 6:30 a.m. at the First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 
followed by Prayer on the Square to be held downtown Dyersburg at 11:30 a.m. 
 We are very excited about the upcoming Grand Opening Celebration for NSK Steering Systems America, 
Inc. to be held on May 8th.  They are the newest addition to our local industrial base, bringing employment opportu-
nities and stimulation for our local economy.  We hope you will join us in welcoming them to our community. 
 The 2008 Relay for Life event will be held at the Dyersburg State Community College campus on May 9-
10th from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.  The City of Dyersburg has once again joined the County Clerk’s Office in a Relay team 
and will be participating in the night’s activities.  Our Relay team will have a tent set up and will be offering lots of 
fun, food, and games for all.  We hope that you will all come out and support us in this yearly event which raises 
money for the fight against cancer. 
 On May 15th we will be celebrating National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, which is a part of National Po-
lice Week.  The ceremony will be held at 11:30 a.m. on the Courthouse Square.  Please come out and join us in 
honoring the men and women who serve the cause of justice as well as paying tribute to those who have lost their 
lives in the line of duty. 
 The first annual Old Time Bluegrass Festival will be held on May 16th and 17th at the Dyer County Fair-
grounds.  The gates will open on Friday at 5 p.m. and on Saturday at 9 a.m.  On Saturday the stage performance will 
begin at 10 a.m. and the free concert will begin at 7 p.m.  Admission is free. 
 The 2008-2009 Budget process is under way.  All department heads have turned in budget sheets for prepa-
ration of next year’s budget.  Committee meetings will be conducted during the month of May to discuss depart-
mental budgets.  Steve Anderson will be contacting each of you to schedule these meetings. 
 I want to thank all of those involved in preparing for the 2008 Great American Cleanup.  Many of you have 
put a lot of effort into making this year’s event a success.  I hope that each of you will continue with the recycling 
efforts and incorporate them into your daily routine.  Thanks again for all your hard work.  I also want to especially 
recognize Penny Damesworth for her hard work in making this event successful. 
 
 As always, I appreciate each and every one of you and all that you do for our City. 
 

Mayor John Holden 

Our Thoughts And Prayers Are With 
Allen Attaway (Gas Dept.) and family  

 
Ricky Aden (Landfill) and family 

 
During their time of loss. 

 

AIM FOR ZERO INJURIES -   
James Baltimore—Safety Director 

All employees help each other stay safe, by working safe.  
Report all unsafe conditions to your immediate supervisor. 

The City of Dyersburg is an equal opportunity  
employer. 

James Baltimore 
 

MAYOR’S OFFICE 
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Your Benefits Q & A 
 
Question: I am a full-time employee covered under the 
City Medical Plan for myself, my wife, child, and I 
would like an explanation of our life insurance cover-
age. 
Answer:  Your personal life insurance coverage is $25,000 
and Accidental Death and Dismemberment Coverage is 
$25,0000.  Your wife’s coverage is $5,000 and your child’s 
coverage is 1,000.  Coverage for a dependent child is age 
6 months to 19 years and 23 years if a full-time student. 
 
Question:  Is there age limits on Personal Life and 
AD&D Insurance? 
Answer:  Personal Life & AD&D Insurance will be reduced 
as follows: 
ο At age 65, benefits will reduce by 35% of the original 

amount. 
ο At age 70, benefits will reduce an additional 25% of the 

original amount. 
ο At age 75, benefits will reduce an additional 15% of the 

original amount. 

A FEW GRILLING SAFETY TIPS
REVIEW THESE PRECAUTIONS BEFORE FIRING UP THE GRILL.

• IF USING A GAS GRILL, MAKE SURE 
THERE ARE NO LEAKS BY PUTTING A 
SOAP SOLUTION ON THE HOSE AND 
FITTINGS, THEN TURN ON  THE  FUEL 
SOURCE. BUBBLES WILL APPEAR AT 
ANY LEAK.

• USE ONLY GAS CYLINDERS WITH 
OVERFILL PROTECTION DEVICES ( 
TRIANGULAR-SHAPED HAND WHEEL). 
THIS WILL PROTECT THE CYLINDER IF 
IT BECOMES OVER HEATED.

• POSITION THE GRILL AWAY FROM THE 
HOUSE, WOODEN DECK AND 
OVERHANGING BRANCHES.

>   MAKE A THREE–FOOT “SAFE ZONE”
AROUND THE GRILL FREE FROM KIDS 
AND PETS.  

> USE LONG HANDLED GRILLING TOOLS 
TO GIVE CLEARANCE FROM FLAMES 
AND HEAT.

>  HAVE A TABLE OR STABLE AREA 
NEARBY FOR COMBUSTIBLES, BUT 
NOT TOO CLOSE!

> PLACE A WATER SOURCE NEAR THE 
COOKING AREA AS A PRECAUTION.

> REMEMBER BOTH CHARCOAL AND GAS 
PUT OFF HARMFUL CARBON-
MONOXIDE, SO CLOSE ALL NEARBY 
WINDOWS TO THE HOME AND AVOID 
BREATHING THE FUMES OR SMOKE.

KEEP THIS SUMMER FUN AND SAFE

DYERSBURG FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
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How to cut your catalog waste 
 

You can reduce waste and pollution, and free some space in your mailbox, with a minimum of effort. 

How to stop or limit catalog mailings 
To remove your name from most national catalog and other direct mailing lists: 

Sign up with Catalog Choice at catalogchoice.org, or  
Register with the Direct Marketing Association's Mail Preference Service (MPS) for a $1 fee. Fill out the form online at 

www.dmaconsumers.org/consumerassistance.html. Or send a written request, with your name as it appears on all catalog 
labels, to: Mail Preference Service 
c/o The DMA 
P.O. Box 9008 
Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008. 

The MPS remains in effect for five years, or until you place an order or request a catalog. Companies that subscribe to the 
MPS typically check their mailing lists against it a few times a year, so it may take a few months to see results. For more 
information, call the DMA at (212) 768-7277, or visit the group's web site.  

To continue receiving mailings from certain companies, notify them directly (through their customer service department). Ask 
them to put in your account record that your name is not to be shared with other marketers. If you get catalogs you don't 
want, ask those companies to remove you from their databases. A short telephone call will help curb the proliferation of un-
wanted catalogs.  

Eliminate duplicate and undeliverable mailings 
If you receive multiple mailings for the same household, call and ask the company to delete the extra listing. If you move, fill out 
the Postal Service's National Change of Address form so that mailers don't keep sending catalogs to your old address.  
Reduce the frequency of mailings you receive 
Many companies will honor consumers' requests to receive catalogs less frequently. The catalog's customer service or order 
department can tell you what options are available. Some catalogs may even allow you to switch from paper catalogs to e-mail 
notifications and product promotions, with links to the company's Web site.  
Ask catalogers to use recycled paper 
Next time you place an order, ask if the catalog is printed on recycled paper. If it's not, tell the company that this is important to 
you as a customer, and ask them to make the switch. (Our Paper Calculator can help.) Support catalog companies that use 
recycled paper and have demonstrated a commitment to reduce their overall impact on the environment.  
Recycle catalogs 
To find out more about recycling programs in your community, call your city government or 1 (800) CLEANUP, or visit http://
www.1800cleanup.org/. If your town does not yet recycle catalogs and other paper products, encourage municipal leaders to 
start. 

DYERSBURG ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT 2008 
The TN Department of Environment and Conservation governs our water system.  TDEC 
requires that all water systems serving over 10,000 people to mail or hand deliver the Con-
sumer Confidence Report.  They also require systems to make a “good faith” effort to 
reach customers that do not pay water bills.  You can also view the CCR on our webpage 
at www.dyersburgtn.gov click on water treatment.  For more information concerning 
your water quality call 288-0724. 

             tlp 
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FIRE DEPT. 

The Fire Department has been very busy with Responses, Inspections, Public Relations, Training and Promotions. The fol-
lowing is a breakdown of each. 
 
Responses: EMS has been pretty much normal runs, but don’t confuse normal to mean non-emergent. By normal I mean 
Chest Pain, Cardiac Arrest, MVA’s, Trauma and Medical. Although, there was one that was out of the norm, a gunshot in-
volved death. There have been several fires and the guys did an excellent job on each one. The Haz Mat Team was called 
to an Anhydrous Ammonia Tanker accident on 51 N/I155 between the Newbern and Trimble exits. There was no product 
release. The team deployed the Air Monitoring equipment as an early warning measure. During the product transfer all traf-
fic was shut down and the residences down wind were evacuated. This turned out to be an uneventful response. It is the 
Teams hope, that all responses are “uneventful”. 
 
 
                       
             Lt. R. Collins & FF R. Fowlkes                                        
              preparing to deploy monitors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Inspections: This is a key part of the department. They not only keep the citizens safe, they also keep the department 
safe. They do a lot of things for safety most people aren’t aware of. They also have other duties such as Fire Drills and Pub-
lic Education (Fire Prevention & Extinguisher training). 
Public Relations: The department was involved in Prom Promise again this year. Which is headed up by, DPD Officer’s 
Peckenpaugh & Mosley. This a very good awareness program for teenagers. Hopefully it gives them an eye-opener as to 
the consequences of drinking and driving. They are shown a video that leads them up to the event that takes place by the 
football field. A mock MVA that involves two vehicles. In one of the vehicles there are several students that have been 
drinking and in the other vehicle are students that come into their path. There are a couple of mock DOA’s and several that 
are seriously injured. One is actually placed on an AIR EVAC helicopter and flown to the hospital. Some of them have to be 
extricated. At the end they are told a story of the consequences of this accident, who died, long lasting injuries and who 
goes to prison. Again, it is mock, but hopefully they get something out of it. 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Training: Is ongoing as usual. Recently the old “Meeks Apts”, now “Amberwood Village” was utilized for “Downed Fire-
fighter” training which involved Communications, Accountability, Command & Control, Locating the FF, Extending his 
breathing supply utilizing special equipment and removal of the firefighter to safety. 
• Promotions: Due to Battalion Chief T. Holland retiring there have been several promotions. K. Tirey promoted to Bat-
talion Chief, B. Brooks promoted to Lieutenant, A. Dunevant promoted to Driver/Operator. Congratulations to all of them 
and good luck to Tommy Holland on his retirement. 
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With gas prices at record highs, every 

little bit counts. 
 
 

Consider these two $$$ saving tips: 
1.)  Check your tire pressure.  Most recom-
mendations range from 27 to 32 psi; check   your 
owner’s manual to find out what is best for your 
car. 
2.)  Check your air filters.  Replacing a 
clogged air filer may improve your gas mileage 
by as much as 10%. 

THANK YOU!!! 
 
On April 9, my dad, who is 88, was in his truck on 
Broadway Ave. when it caught on fire.  Ricky Davis, 
back-hoe operator with the street department, saw the 
fire.  He grabbed his fire extinguisher and ran down to 
try to put out the fire before the fire department got 
there.  I want to thank Ricky for being compassionate 
enough to rush to help a stranger.  Ricky you helped 
save his life and I thank you for your quick thinking and 
for rushing to help.   
 
I also thank the firemen who not only did an excellent 
job at putting out the fire, but were also kind and helpful 
to my dad. 
 

Leslie Moore 

 
 

2008 Youth Leadership Day 
 
Date: April 15, 2008 
 
 
The Dyersburg Police Department hosted the Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Day on Tuesday, April 15, 
2008. The class consisted of 32 juniors and seniors from Dyersburg High School. The day began at 8:30 a.m. at the 
DPD Training Center with opening remarks from Chief Ledbetter and introduction of the Command Staff followed by 
presentations from DPD staff. Topics included Patrol, Criminal Investigations, Training, Accreditation, Drug Aware-
ness & Domestic Abuse. The students then toured the Emergency Operations Center; afterwards the session contin-
ued at the DPD firing range with an explosive entry demonstration by the Special Response Team. 
 
All students were given an opportunity to fire various departmental weapons, given safety tips and information on 
weapons handling, and the responsibility of their use.  Students were then treated to a catered meal with the session 
ending at 2:00 p.m. 
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THE FUTURE IS NOW 
National Public Works Week 

May 18-24, 2008 
 
 President John F. Kennedy first proclaimed National Publics Works Week in 1960 to honor the remarkable 
efforts of thousands of public works professionals who serve our communities daily, maintaining and protecting 
some of our most valued assets and services.  Sturdy roads, bridges and culverts, the distribution of clean running 
water, collection and treatment of wastewater from storm drains and sewers, sanitary garbage pick up and disposal, 
litter control,  provision and maintenance of proper burial grounds for humans, collection and systemization of geo-
graphical information, maintenance of safe and secure infrastructures for the transmission of natural gas; to men-
tion a few, all represent the investment of our tax money to our community and to our future; providing the physical 
infrastructure we must have for social and economic development. 

Public works is a proud profession of public services and there are many professional opportunities for our 
young people in this vital and rewarding field. 

Please take time to reflect on the enormous task your public works employees undertake day by day, 24/7; 
to provide the fundamental and essential services you are blessed to take advantage of.  Every chance you get, tell 
your public works professional you appreciate them and the work they do for YOU. 

Penny Damesworth 

DYERSBURG MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, April 7th, members of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Mississippi River Commission flew into 
Dyersburg Municipal Airport in a Gulfstream G-III jet.  This business jet produced by Gulfstream Aerospace is the largest 
aircraft yet to land at our airport. 
 This all weather, long range, high speed aircraft powered by two Rolls-Royce Spey turbofan engines with thrust re-
versers is a 1983 model.  It is 83 ft., 2 in. long, has a wing span of 77 ft., 10 in., can fly approximately 4, 250 miles on a sin-
gle fill up, reaches altitudes up to 45,000 ft, and carries up to 14 passengers.  Its maximum speed is 576 mph but cruises, on 
average, 517 mph. 
 In 1983 this Gulfstream G-III was purchased by the U.S. Air Force and assigned to Andrews Air Force Base.  It flew 
two missions as Air Force One while Ronald Reagan was President.  Later it was transferred to Ramstein Air Force Base 
where it served until it was transferred to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, at no cost, in 2002. 
 This aircraft’s mission is to provide expeditious and reliable transportation for supervision and inspection of construc-
tion areas and facilities, flood control and navigation operations, and to provide rapid response capability to emergency 
situations such as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes and other natural disasters.   
 Emergency bank repairs were undertaken on the north bank of the Obion River in the southwest corner of Dyer 
County and 7 rock dikes were under construction on the south side of the Dyer Co Little Levee to prevent floods from erod-
ing the structure; which is  the reason Mississippi River Commission members and U. S. Army Corps of Engineers com-
manders flew into Dyersburg. They visited the site to view constructions with members of the levee district and county offi-
cials.  

pmd 
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Way to Go! 
 

Congratulations Kevin Newman (W/S) and the TN Rollerz Motorcycle Club for receiving the first 
place Outstanding Organizations Award at the 34th Annual Community Resource Development Ban-
quet held in April.  Kevin is the TN Rollerz Motorcycle Club President.  This organization inspires 
young people to dream big, further their education, serve their community, become community 
leaders and they are encouraged to choose the right path always giving God the praise.  Way to Go! 
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The American Cancer Society Relay for Life Event 

 
May 9, 2008 Dyersburg State Community College 6:00 p.m. 

 
Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight event designed to celebrate survivorship and raise money for research and programs 
of your American Cancer Society. During the event, teams of people gather at schools, fairgrounds, or parks and take turns 
walking or running laps. Each team tries to keep at least one team member on the track at all times. 
This year the City of Dyersburg and the Dyer County Clerk’s office have teamed together to present the theme “Hunting for a 
Cure” at their booth.  Stop by and visit their booth for a variety of food items including pizza, nachos, baked goods, popcorn, 
snow cones and drinks.  Activities for children include a big blow up “jumper”, a bean bag toss, pin the tail on the raccoon, 
and a shooting game.  All children will receive a prize.  They will also be selling the glow in the dark necklaces and bracelets 
all kids love. 
A raffle will be held with prizes including: a round of golf at Dyersburg Municipal Golf Course, an oil change from Moody 
Wadley, 5 - $20 gift cards from Los Portales, a BBQ Family Pack from Hog Heaven and fifty dollar gift certificate from Touch 
of Class.  Other prizes will include a drill from Mr. Fix It, a beautiful “Footprints” plaque from Especially for You, a camouflage 
‘yin-yang’ purse with a purple ribbon and “Hunting for a Cure” embroidered on it (made by Penny Damesworth) and 3 hand 
made necklaces and a bracelet created by Dena Kasinger of Halls (whose husband James has just been diagnosed with 
cancer recently; please remember James in your thoughts and prayers for a complete recovery).  Who knows what else they 
will come up with before May the 9th to auction off? 
Lisa Baker, Stephanie Cagle and Dana Jernigan worked together creating this year’s T-shirt with the “Hunting for a Cure” 
theme on the back.  Great work!  Did you get one?  Don’t forget to wear it to work on the 9th if you did. 
You may purchase raffle tickets now from Kelly Winston at City Hall and at the booth on May 9th.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 
for $5.  See the pictures below to see some of the items to be auctioned, (the purse included here is similar but does not 
show the embroidery).  For more information or to donate a gift for auction please call Kelly Winston at 288-2532. 
The Lifeline Bloodmobile will also be at the DSCC campus/Okeena Park on Relay night from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.  Please give 
the precious, life-saving gift of blood.  You must have a photo id to give blood.  One lucky donor will win a pair of Memphis 
Zoo tickets. 
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The City of Dyersburg will be flushing fire hydrants throughout 
the city. Starting April 28th—May 31st.   We are sorry for any 
inconvenience that this may cause.  For problems concerning 
your water quality you may call 288-7630. 

World Famous Clydesdales at Dyersburg Mall 
May 7th from 3:30 p.m. to 6::30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 The world famous Budweiser Clydesdales and eight-horse hitch will make an appearance at the Dyersburg Mall for 
public viewing.  Please come out and see these spectacular horses brought to you by Anheuser-Busch and Clark Distributing 
Company. 
 The Clydesdales’ appearance in Dyersburg is one of 300 made annually by the five traveling hitches. Canadians of 
Scottish descent brought the first Clydesdales to America in the mid-1800’s. Today, the giant draft horses are used primarily 
for breeding and show. 
 Horses chosen for the Budweiser Clydesdale Hitch must be at least three years of age, stand approximately 18 
hands – or six feet- at the shoulder, weigh an average of 2000 pounds, must be bay in color, have four white stockings, and a 
blaze of white on the face and black mane and tail.  A gentle temperament is very important, as hitch horses often meet mil-
lions of people each year. 
 A single Clydesdale hitch horse will consume as much as 20-25 quarts of feed, 40-50 pounds of hay and 30 gallons 
of water per day. 
 Each hitch travels with a Dalmatian dog.  In the early days of brewing, Dalmatians were bred and trained to protect 
the horses and guard the wagon when the driver went inside to make deliveries. 
 Please join us at Dyersburg Mall on Wednesday, May 7th from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. to see these magnificent gentle 
giants.                                                                                                                                                                                      pmd 

 
 

EVENTS 
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Attention all Employees! 
 
 

We have had a lot of good feed back on the placement of our recycle bins and the initiative to 
recycle paper products and aluminum cans. We’ve even had a couple of excited inquiries from 
businesses about this initiative. Please remember the recycle bins placed at City Hall, Public 
Works, Dyersburg, Bruce; and Future City Activity Centers are for your convenience.  These 
bins are also available for the public’s use but must be used properly.  Please encourage your 
friends, family and neighbors to recycle their paper and aluminum cans from work or home.  
Loose paper and aluminum cans must be bagged.  
 For more information about the City of Dyersburg Recycling initiative call Public 
Works at 288-7630.  
 For more information about the Dyer County Convenience/Recycling Centers call 
Daniel Cobb at 287-0775. 

Did you know…for every ton of paper that is recycled, 17 trees live. 
Recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to run a TV for three hours – or the 

equivalent of a half a gallon of gasoline! 
 

For more information on recycling visit: www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-facts 
pmd 

                                               
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                

 
 

Kerry Owen brings a truckload of cardboard boxes to the PW recycling receptacle. 
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First Annual Dyersburg/Dyer County  
Old Time Bluegrass Festival        

Presented by The Jackson Area Plectral Society 

 May 16 & 17 at the Dyer County Fairgrounds 
Friday gates open at 5pm, Saturday gates open at 9am 

Saturday stage performance begins at 10am 
Free Concert Saturday night at 7pm 

Featuring Grand Ole Opry musician and comedian 

Mike Snider 
Also featuring performances by Cane Ridge, Cara-Anne and the Minstrels, Cy-

press Creek, Front Porch Pickers, Hee Haw Honeys, Jargon, Possum River, River Bottom 
Gang, River Road, Southern Streamline and Sweetwater. 

Antique tractors and cars, arts & crafts booths (vendors may call 731-285-2681) 
and food vendors.   

You won’t want to miss this weekend of delicious food, family fun, and professional entertainment! 
 

For more information call Freeman Dudley 731-285-2681 
 
 

“Echoes” A Pink Floyd Tribute 
 

May 31st at Yates Auditorium at 8:30pm 
305 College Street 

 
Classic Rock so real you’ll think Pink Floyd is in the house!  Playing Floyd since the 60’s this event will include music 

and a show of lights, fog, lasers and video projection.  They even have a flying PIG-CAM! 

TAKING BACK OUR COMMUNITY! 
 

WHEN: 
THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2008 @ 7:00 PM 
FRIDAY, MAY 23, 2008       @ 7:00 PM 
SATURDAY, MAY 24, 2008 @ 4:30 PM 

 
WHERE: 

726 FAIR ST. 
DYERSBURG 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

MINISTER STUART EDMONDS 
731-287-1404 
731-334-7628 

It’s Up to You! 
 

Have you made someone happy or made someone 
sad? 

What have you done with the day you have had? 
God gave it to you to do just as you would, 

Did you do what was wicked or do what was good? 
 

Did you hand out a smile or just give them a frown? 
Did you lift someone up or push someone down? 

Did you lighten some load or some progress impede? 
Did you look for a rose or just gather a weed? 

 
What did you do with your beautiful day? 
God gave it to you, did you throw it away? 

 
Submitted by Frances Hickman, DPD 
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TAKING BACK OUR COMMUNITY! 
 
04/02/08 17 year old charged with rape 

                          04/01/08 3rd graders plot to kill school teacher 
03/28/08  18 year old faces likely indictment for 1st degree murder. 
03/10/08  15 year old charged with killing pregnant woman 
01/11/08  14 year old boy charged with murder  

 
Some say “There is no hope for our children.” Local minister, Stuart Edmonds says “There is hope for our children!  

We can do it by: “Taking Back Our Community!” 
When Minister Stuart Edmonds was a child he was held accountable for his actions by his parents, his church family 

and his community leaders.  If he did something wrong at the neighbors’, not only did he get reprimanded by the adults pre-
sent, they contacted his parents and he was in trouble again; that made him think twice about wrong doing. Going to jail was 
not a place to get 3 square meals a day and a place to lay your head down.  Jail was a place you DIDN’T want to go. He 
was expected to respect his parents and elders and have pride in himself and in his surroundings. 

He now finds being a parent to two young men an eye opening experience, an experience very different from his 
own.  In this day and age his children are not only learning the values he hopes to instill in them, he finds children today are 
angry, they are being influenced by the lure of drugs and alcohol, peer pressure and the surrounding environment, headlines 
like the ones above in our local newspaper, unkempt neighborhoods and doors that are locked; windows kept closed be-
cause of the fear of what’s going on outside, next door; “meth” labs, kids with guns, gang activity, kids without parental or 
adult supervision and more. 

“We cannot expect the police to take care of every thing; we cannot expect them to “fix” our kids.”  We must open the 
lines of communication beginning with our own children. We must open our homes and hearts to the neighboring children.  
We must watch out for each other.  “Our children are our future” stated Edmonds.  

The 3 day “Taking Back Our Community” event beginning May 22nd and through May 24th will include Pastors from 
California, Memphis, Newbern and Dyersburg.  Mayor Holden, Police Chief, Terry Ledbetter and the Police Gang Unit will 
speak.  There will be prayer, singing and activities for young people.    

Edmonds went on to say “This is an effort to bring parents, church members and neighborhoods together as a team 
to protect and teach our children how to have a better life, a good life.  Our children go home to empty houses after school; 
our children are having children with no clue on how to parent.  Our children need us to step up to the plate and be responsi-
ble and to EXPECT something from them.  Our children need to learn discipline again, respect and accountability.  They 
need to know they have boundaries and a safety net.  As a parent I am their safety net, as a neighbor, I am their safety net, 
as a church member, I am their safety net, as a community member, I am their safety net.  WE ARE ALL THEIR SAFETY 
NETS, or should be.  We must catch our children before they fall.  We must put the fence back up that says, “you’ve gone far 
enough, there is danger when you step over this line.”  Our children must know that our love for them is the reason we put 
our hand out and say “STOP!”   

“I want to go outside in the evening and sit on my front porch and wave to my neighbor.  I want the neighboring chil-
dren to play in safety at my house and down the street.  I want my child safe in school.  While he is there I want him to learn. 
When he grows up I want him to contribute to society not burden society.  Let’s get together and be role models again.  Let’s 
give our children someone to look up to.  Let’s join together and… “Take Back Our Community!  

pmd 
For more information call Minister Stuart Edmonds at: 334-7628 
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NSK STEERING SYSTEMS AMERICA, Inc. located at 2962 Fort Hudson Road will hold Grand Opening 
Celebrations Thursday, May 8, 2008.  Attendees are slated to include Mr. Mitsuo Degawa, Executive Vice President NSK 
Limited, Bill Berry, President NSK STEERING SYSTEMS AMERICA, Inc., TN Governor Phil Bredesen, TN Economic Develop-
ment Commissioner Matt Kisber as well as other state and local dignitaries. 
 
It is our pleasure to welcome such a high-quality company to Dyersburg and West Tennessee. Motivated by detailed discussions 
by local area business leaders outlining our positive business climate, the cooperative spirit of our community leaders, a strong 
base of manufacturing firms already located in Dyer County, our Expect building, excellent site criteria, the projected rejuvena-
tion of Downtown Dyersburg, and the I-69 venture; Dyersburg was chosen as the most attractive industrial location for NSK 
STEERING SYSTEMS AMERICA, Inc.   
 
NSK STEERING SYSTEMS AMERICA is a division of the global steering systems business of NSK Limited, headquartered in To-
kyo, Japan.  NSK is a world leader in the design and manufacture of automotive steering systems, components, bearings, and 
other motion control products.  They will supply steering systems and components to companies such as Toyota, Honda, Mer-
cedes, Nissan and other automotive companies from the Dyersburg facility.  Over a period of 3-4 years, the plant is expected to 
employ some 150 people.  
 
Dyersburg/Dyer County will continue to assist NSK to the fullest to ensure their experience in Dyersburg is a positive and profit-
able one; for their success will help label the success for the future of Dyersburg and surrounding West Tennessee area. 

pmd 
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“””  DEAL OF THE MONTH  “”” 
“ FOR SALE “ 

“ 02” Boat, Motor, and Trailer 
Bought new from Reelfoot Marine, Factory Camouflage 

Boat is a 15 Ft. , 48” Bottom Seaark Semi-V  
25 Horse electric start Mercury outboard,  

Heavy Duty Big Bear Trailer.  
Also has pedestal seats,  

30 pound thrust foot control trolling motor. 
PRICE:  $3,800 

Contact: Terry Ledbetter 
Work # 285-1212 
Home # 627-2136 

EVENTS & HOLIDAYS 
 

Board Meetings—1st & 3rd Monday of each month.  
To be placed on the agenda for a meeting you must call 
286-7600 before noon on the Thursday before the meeting.  
The meeting can be viewed on channel 4.  The agenda and 
minutes of the Board meetings are on the City’s web site. 
www.dyersburgtn.gov 
 
Lifeline Blood Mobile is at Dyersburg Electric the 3rd 
Thursday of each month from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Help 
save lives; Give blood. 
 
May 3rd-  Bark in the Park 
 
May 7th—World Famous Clydesdales at Dyersburg Mall 
 
May 9th & 10th—Relay for Life 
 
May 11th– Mother’s Day 
 
May 15th—National Officers Day 
 
May 16th & 17th—Old Time Bluegrass Festival 
 
May 17th—Armed Forces Day 
 
May 22nd—May24th—Taking Back Our  Community 
 
May 26th –Memorial Day  
 
May 31st– Echoes of Pink Floyd 

 
City of Dyersburg News 

Compliments of Mayor Holden 
Editors:  Tiffany Parker 

              Penny Damesworth 
Please contact us with any questions you may 

have or any information to submit. 
288-0724 or 288-7639 

Thanks Everyone! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

 
Pam Reagan 
Jeff Jackson 
Mike Morgan 
Mike Adair 

Danny Rogers 
Dale Snyder 
Pat Kilzer 

 
James Baltimore 

Terry Harris 
Andy Baker 
Joe Scott 

Amy Redmond 
Joseph Stewart 

 

Think You Have a Gas Leak? 
Call: 

288-7604 from: 8:30 – 5:00 
 

After Hours and Weekends: 
285-1212 

 
 
 
 

DYERSBURG GAS SYSTEM 

HAPPY RETIREMENT 
Fare thee well friends… 

 
Battalion Chief Tommy Holland: Fire Dept. 

Ewell “Pete” Permenter: WWTP  
James Baltimore: Human Resource Director 

 


