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Come on Over-To the Dyer County Fair! 
 
Bigger and Better than ever before with the addition of Sorghum Village and additional seating for 
364 people at the amphitheatre  this year’s fair  will hold its Grand Opening on Monday, Sept. 1st beginning 
at 9:00 am with the  first $1,000 drawing held at 10:30 pm.  Fairground gates will open at 5:00 pm. 
 

Sorghum Valley the newest addition to the Dyer County Fairgrounds will bring you back to a time 
long forgotten.  Tucked into a serenely wooded area you’ll visit storefront buildings and our history from  gen-
erations past.    This year a special celebration is planned as the Sorghum Valley Villagers gather on Sept. 
4th to recognize the owners of historical Century Farms, farms that have remained in the family for a hundred 
years or better in Dyer County.  This is just the beginning for Sorghum Valley.  The future promises growth 
with additions to the village from the past.   
 

Don’t miss the exhibits, rides, talent shows and RCA Recording artist Chuck Wicks, 
(Stealing Cinderella).  See the Demolition Derby, Truck & Tractor Pull,   a Pet Show, and several Beauty 
Pageants including Fairest of the Fair, Fashion Reviews,  and as always, good food and family fun.  And I 
know you don’t want to miss a chance at winning a  brand new Ford F150 

Monday  September 1st  Grand Opening 
Tuesday  September 2nd  Family and Community Education Clubs Day 

Wednesday September 3rd  Special Needs Kids Ride Free from 9:00-11:00 am  
Thursday September 4th  Senior Citizens’ Day & Family Night 

Friday September 5th Youth Day 
Saturday September 6th Grand Finale 

 
 

Come on Over!                                                 
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MAYOR’S OFFICE 
 
 
As you all know, the City Board passed the 08 / 09 budget on August 25th, 2008. I would like to thank Steve Anderson, City 
Hall staff, Department Heads and the Aldermen for their hard work in preparing this budget.  Each departmental budget is now 
available and will be given to the Department Heads. Please see Steve for these. 
 
We have completed demolition work of the old buildings in downtown Dyersburg.  The old Incinerator, Street and Gas Depart-
ment buildings, and the Humane Shelter have all been leveled. I would like to thank Dale Snyder and the Street Department 
along with Mike Morgan and the Gas Department for their hard work in completing this enormous task.   
 
Speaking of Downtown, representatives of Main Street Dyersburg, Dyer County and Dyersburg governments traveled to 
Nashville on August 20, 2008 to receive a Community Enhancement Grant from the Tennessee Department of Transporta-
tion. The grant amount of $722,918 will be used for Downtown renovations. This project is a joint effort of Dyersburg City and 
Dyer County governments and Main Street Dyersburg. 
 
It is important that I mention fuel costs again. Our cost of fuel continues to make a major impact on our budget. We must con-
tinue to be aware of these increases and do our part in helping to manage these costs. On June 20th I sent an e-mail to the 
department heads addressing this issue. The eleven items mentioned in this e-mail will certainly help us in this endeavor. 
Please be sure that we are all doing our part to conserve fuel. 
 
I received a letter from Stan Cavness recently in which he complimented the staff at the City of Dyersburg Emergency Opera-
tions Center. He recently took a group of teenagers from the DSCC Baptist Collegiate Ministry by there to observe the opera-
tions of this facility.  He mentioned specifically: the professionalism of Gloria Spence and that Leaha Garrison and Connie 
Crawford were very busy handling the calls and dispatching our safety personnel. His letter closed with the following state-
ment,” I want to commend the City for outstanding employees such as these and thank you for the job you are doing.”  I con-
cur with his remarks, we are fortunate to have the great employees of the City of Dyersburg that work very hard every day to 
serve our great city!!! 
 
There are many events taking place in September, please look for these and participate when you can. I am personally ex-
cited about the opening of the 61st annual Dyer County Fair. The fair will open on September 1st and this years theme is 
“Come on over to the Dyer County Fair!”  I encourage you to visit the City of Dyersburg booth which will be located in the com-
mercial exhibit building. Also in September will be the 10th annual Main Street Fall Festival. This will be held in downtown 
Dyersburg on September 26th and 27th. 
 
One last item, I want to congratulate the young ladies and coaches that won the 2008 Dixie Girls World Series. In August, 
this group of Dyersburg Dixie Youth Ponytails who had already won the Tennessee State Championship went to Louisiana 
and competed in the Dixie Girls World Series. They went undefeated at the World Series, winning six games to be crowned 
World Series Champions. These girls along with their coaches will be recognized at the opening of the Dyer County Fair on 
September 1st at 7pm at the First Citizens Amphitheater. 
 
As always, I appreciate each and every one of you. Stay safe and if ever I can help in any way, please let me know. 
 

     Mayor Holden  
 
 

Dyersburg/Dyer County 
Girls Fast Pitch Softball League 
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Are you looking for an audience and a place to display and sell your jewelry, purses, leather 
goods, candles, handmade crafts and wares, seasonal crafts and homemade or specialty food 
items?  The holidays are right around the corner...looking for shoppers?  Bring your goods to the 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 26—27! 

 
Formerly known as the McIver’s Bluff Founders Day, this celebration draws thousands of visitors 
from all over the region as the community celebrates the rich heritage of Dyersburg’s historic down-
town district. The streets of Downtown Dyersburg will be shoulder to shoulder with folks enjoying 
freshly cooked BBQ and other delectable's, antique cars, entertainment, children’s crafts, a climbing 
wall, inflatables, shopping, the beautiful fall weather and more.   
 

This two day family event is calling you! 
For more information call: 

Steve Guttery 731-285-3433 
Dyersburg/Dyer County Chamber of Commerce 

 
Love a challenge?  Think your BBQ is better than anyone’s…? 

Ask Steve how you can enter the BBQ Cook-off! 
      

Emmett 
The Flying Pig 
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COST: FREE 

LEARN AND LIVE 
 

A Tosha Case File Summary 
 
A 26-year-old construction worker died while digging a ditch in the summer sun. The construction company was 
doing concrete footing work for construction of a new high school.  The victim was digging a ditch with a shovel 
into which concrete was to be poured.  It was his second day on the job, as he had just moved to Tennessee from 
Wisconsin.  After working in the sun all day, at about 3:30 in the afternoon, the victim sat down on the edge of the 
ditch and fell over.  He did not make any sound or ask for help.  Fellow employees came to his aid and attempted 
to revive him.  When this was unsuccessful, an ambulance was called, and he was transported to the local hospital.  
He died there a short time later of an apparent heat stroke. 
 

TO PREVENT SUCH INCIDENTS FROM HAPPENING: 
 

Train workers on heat stress including the recognition of signs and symptoms of heat related illnesses. 
Ensure that workers drink at least one cup of water every 15 minutes. 
Schedule strenuous work in high heat areas during cooler hours of the day. 
Establish an acclimatization (gradually increasing work intervals in which employees are exposed to high heat) 
program for new workers in high heat areas so that they can build up tolerance to the heat and work 
activity. 
Establish a work/rest schedule and a cool break area to allow workers’ bodies to cool down. 
Ensure that workers wear lightweight, light colored, loose-fitting clothes. 
 
           SUE TEAGUE 

OPEN HOUSE 
 

Bruce & Future City Rec. Center 
We would like to invite everyone to Open House 

October, 4, 2008  
1:00 – 4:00 @ Bruce Rec. Center. 

 
There will be fellowship, fun and games for all. I 
look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 Stuart Edmonds, Director  

STORMWATER CERTIFICATION 
 
A Re-certification class for level one Storm 
Water is scheduled. Many of our employee’s 
certifications will expire Dec 31, 2008.  
 

December 11th, 2008 
Lannom Center  

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Children’s Crusade For Christ 
For  Grades 3 - 7 

 
WHERE: Three Oaks Chapel   
                       1105 Resthome Rd.    
  Dyersburg, TN   

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALTEREDWORSHIP (http://www.alteredworship.net) 

WHEN:  Friday, September 12, 2008  
  Saturday, September 13, 2008 
  7:00 PM Nightly 

Worship Band 
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Think You Have a Gas Leak? 
Call: 

288-7604 from: 8:30 – 5:00 
 

After Hours and Weekends: 
285-1212 

 
 
 
 

DYERSBURG GAS SYSTEM 

 
FIRE DEPT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walter Ferguson is retiring from the City of Dyers-
burg on August 30, 2008. 
 
Walter gave a letter of retirement to Chief Veal on 
August 20, 2008, thanking the citizens of Dyersburg 
for allowing him to serve them for 31.5 years. He 
also stated that he was grateful to have worked with 
the employees’ at the Fire Department. Walter 
Started at the Fire Dept. on March 24, 1977 as a Fire-
fighter and will retire with the rank of Fire Apparatus 
Operator.  

We all wish Walter the best and we’ll miss you. 
 

HAPPY RETIREMENT! 

 
Major barriers to successful planning are fear 
of change, ignorance, uncertainty about the 
future, and lack of imagination. 

 
 
 

L I V E   U N I T E D 
 
 

Underneath everything we are, 
Underneath everything we do, 
We are all people – connected, 

Interdependent, united and 
When we reach out a hand to one, 
We influence the condition of all, 

That’s what it means to LIVE UNITED!!! 
 
Live United – that is the theme of this year’s United 
Way Campaign. In the next few weeks, we will launch 
our United Way campaign for the city.  We do hope 
that you will consider giving to this very worthy cause. 
 
Did you know that you can have your contribution pay-
roll deducted and still designate it to be donated to your 
favorite charity?  It’s simple – just complete the pledge 
form that you will be given during your department’s 
United Way campaign meeting. The form has a list of 
all the charitable organizations.  If your favorite charity 
is not listed, all you have to do is write in the name and 
address of the charity organization where you would 
like the money sent and United Way will do that for 
you.  We all have good intentions of sitting down and 
writing a check to our favorite charity but never seem-
ing to find the time and effort to do so.  Giving to 
United Way is a painless way of helping others in 
need!!! 
 
All of the money collected will be used in the local 
community.  Only a small percentage is used for ad-
ministrative purposes and the rest is allocated to the 
many charitable organizations in the local area. 
 
And one other thing you may not know about the 
United Way is that you can help decide where the 
money will be allocated.  All you have to do is volun-
teer to serve on one of the committees.  It will only 
take a few hours of your time each year and your opin-
ion will have a great impact in the allocation process. 
 

Please give serious consideration to helping us all 
LIVE UNITED!!!!!  
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Our Thoughts And Prayers Are 
With 

 
Russell Lindsey (Street Dept.) and the 

Family of Margaret E. Lindsey 

No Vote  
means 

No Voice! 

Parks and Recreation Newswire 

 
Medalist for the Junior Olympics hosted by the Dyersburg Parks and Recreation 

 

Dyersburg Parks and Recreation Department. 

Current and Upcoming Events 

 
ο Registration for the 2008 Fall Soccer League at the Dyersburg Activity Center is now available 

ages 6 to 15. 
ο Dyersburg Parks and Recreation Basketball Shootout.  Qualifying rounds held at Bruce and Fu-

ture City Activity Centers September 13th and Dyersburg Activity Center September 20th.  Grades 
3rd, 4th, & 5th all invited out to compete for trophies and prizes. 

ο Fall Washer Pitching tournament held on the grounds of the Dyersburg Activity Center is sched-
uled for October 11th. 

 

                                    
 

First place winners in the 2008 sand volleyball tournaments  
held @ the Okeena Park sand pit; hosted by the Dyersburg Parks and Recreation. 

 
Congra

tula
tions! 
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Announcement 
 
 
 

 Jamar  Edmonds left for U.S. Naval Boot Camp in Great Lakes, IL on 8/13/8.  Jamar is 
the son of Stuart (Parks & Rec) and Gwen (CH) Edmonds. 
 To Jamar and all of the other men and women of the Armed Services who make sacrifice 
for our family, friends, our country; we offer our most humble thank you. 

 
“Gratitude is something of which none of us can give too much.  For on the 

smiles, the thanks we give, our little gestures of appreciation,  
our neighbors build up their philosophy of life.”  (A.J. Cronin) 

 

 Light Rain and Drizzle Won’t Slow These Guys 
Down! 

W/S Dept. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quick response by Water/Sewer Crews to the Oakleigh Subdivision 
prompted homeowners Frank and Lynda Salowitz to respond in kind.  Even light 
rain and drizzle didn’t stop city employees from determining and fixing the water 
leak promptly; according to the Salowitz family. Crews were on sight at 7:00 a.m.  
Per Frank and Lynda Salowitz “We were very pleased with both the responsiveness 
of the Public Works Crews and how quickly they had the problem repaired.”  
 

Thanks for the pictures and kind words, Frank and Lynda!  
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One Man’s Dream 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 It was a summer  vacation to sunny Florida that opened the eyes of outdoor recreation entrepreneur, 
Joseph Stewart (Meter Reader).  Part of that vacation included deep sea fishing and Joseph wondered why 
nobody had tapped the natural resources of the Mighty Mississippi for deep water fishing. Why, he’d been 
fishing the Mississippi since he was just a little boy.  Those questions were tucked away but not forgotten as 
he returned home and to his daily life.  As he kept these thoughts to himself, he prayed about starting his own 
business; the business of deep water fishing... 
 One day Joseph headed to a local store for a State Gazette newspaper and, because they were out, 
he picked up a Jackson Sun.  Standing out like a sore thumb in the classifieds was a 25’ Bayliner Cabin 
Cruiser.  Were his prayers being answered?  He’d have to throw down a chunk of money to buy this boat and 
then there were the incidentals like being certified as the captain of a boat, insurance, licenses, CPR and first 
aid training to mention a few.  But living the dream...priceless!  He continued to talk to God, his friend and 
confidant.; and things started falling into place. 
 He got his foot wet and bought that Bayliner and has recently been certified by the U.S. Coast 
Guard.  He has also received TWRA licenses which certify him as a tour guide and commercial fisherman on 
any U.S inter-coastal waterway.  He’s completed his adult CPR and First Aid training through the Red 
Cross and now he’s taking reservations under the name Big River Sport Fishing. 
 The vast source of the Mississippi River begins at Lake Itasca in northern Minnesota and ends at the 
Gulf of Mexico just south of New Orleans. There are approximately 2,350 miles of river channel  running as 
deep as 200’ feet and as little as 3’ deep. Once called the “Messipi” or “Mee-zee-see-bee” which means “Big 
River” or “Father of Waters” by the Ojibwe Indians, the muddy Mississippi was historically used for trade 
and travel with the Hopewell Indian culture becoming the most advanced society in early North America.   
 Joseph plans to fish the waters from BlakerTowhead @ Caruthersville, MO to Island 21 which has 
an average depth of 35’. Anglers can expect to catch a variety of catfish:  i.e. channel, yellow blue, willow and 
flathead; striper and according to Joseph, perhaps sight a migrating bull shark. Fish can range from 6 inches 
to 6 feet and weigh less than 5 pounds to over 100 pounds.  
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 There are a variety of mussels, amphibians and reptiles and at least 260 species of fishes, 25% of all fish 
species in North America, that inhabit the Mississippi environment. Tourists, bird watchers and sight-seers 
may be interested to know  the Mississippi River and its floodplain are home to a diverse population of living 
things including 40% of the nation’s migratory waterfowl that use the river corridor during their Spring and Fall 
migration. As a matter of fact, 60 % of all North American birds (326 species) use the Mississippi River Basin 
as their migratory flyaway; quite a feast for the naturalists eyes. 

 Good luck in your endeavors, Captain Stewart! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
September 27-28 

 
 
 The Main Street Fall Festival will be held in place of the Boss Hoss Rally this year.  
Main Street is calling on the vendors and attractions from the days of the McIver’s Bluff 
Heritage Festival to come back to downtown Dyersburg for a weekend of fun, music and food. 
 This year the main Street Barbecue Contest will move to the Fall Festival weekend of 
September 26-27, 2008.  Contact John Byrd at 225-8726 for information about the barbe-
cue.   
 The Forked Deer Antique Car Club will hold their annual Car show on the Court 
Square on Saturday.  To date, over forty cars are booked and up to sixty car owners are 
considering the event.  Find out more about the Antique Car Show by contacting James  
Edwards at 627-3126. 
 The Main Street Fall Festival will feature Kids Town with Face Painting, Inflatable 
Jumpers and Crafts.  We will have music Friday night and Saturday.  BBQ sandwiches will 
be available for your enjoyment.- 

Come enjoy the sights, smells, sounds of this family, fun-filled weekend with us.  
For more information or to register as a vendor, contact Steve Guttery 731-285-3433. 

Main Street Dyersburg —Bringing People Back Downtown! 
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Dyer County Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Event 
Sponsored and paid for by the TN Dept. of Environment and Conservation and Dyer County TN 

 
Date: Saturday, October 25th, 2008 

Time: 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
Where: Dyer County Fairgrounds-Pepsi Pavilion 

 
Acceptable items     Unacceptable items 
Household cleaners     Medical Waste 
 Drain openers     Explosives or Ordnance 
 Oven cleaners     Radioactive compounds 
 Wood and metal cleaners and polishes   Laundry soap, non-pesticide shampoo 
 Toilet bow, tub an tile cleaners   Over the counter medicines and vitamins 
 Strong disinfectants    Friable asbestos (demolition waste) 
Automotive Products     Empty commercial farm pesticide containers 
 Oil and fuel additives    Unidentified powder (talcum, soap, etc.) 

Grease and rust solvents    Machine parts/compressors containing oil or freon 
 Carburetor and fuel injector cleaners   Appliances/ light bulbs (non fluorescent) 

Air conditioning refrigerants    Vegetable oil 
Starter Fluids     Auto parts 
Body putty     Cement mix, lime, bone meal, and grout 
Antifreeze/coolant    Empty containers of any kind 
Grease      Home-canned food, home-made wine, liquor, beer                                          
Waste oil      Di-pel (organic pesticide) 
Waste gasoline     Dry cell batteries 
Welding supplies    Latex paint 
Automotive batteries     

Home Maintenance/Improvement Products 
 Paint, varnish, stains, sealers 
 Paint and varnish thinners, strippers, and removers   
 Adhesives 
 Roofing tar 
Lawn and Garden Products 
 Herbicides 
 Pesticides/rodenticides 
 Fungicides/wood preservatives 
 Fertilizers 
Miscellaneous  
 Fingernail polish remover 
 Pool chemicals 
 Photographic processing chemicals 
 Prescription medicines/drugs 
 Aerosols 
 Elemental mercury/mercury devices, e.g. thermometers,  
       thermostats 
 Fluorescent bulbs 
 Empty propane cylinders 
Electronic Scrap 
 CRTs-Cathode ray tubes 
 CPUs-Central processing units 
 Home computer printers 
 Televisions (no wooden cabinet models, removed picture tubes from these sets will be accepted). 

 
For more information 

contact: 
 

Ersley McLemore 
731-286-0047 
731-445-2303 

 
Or 

 
Beth Bell 

731-286-7821 
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EVENTS & HOLIDAYS 
 

Board Meetings—1st & 3rd Monday of each month.  
To be placed on the agenda for a meeting you must call 
286-7600 before noon on the Thursday before the meet-
ing.  The meeting can be viewed on channel 4.  The 
agenda and minutes of the Board meetings are on the 
City’s web site. www.dyersburgtn.gov 
 
Lifeline Blood Mobile is at Dyersburg Electric the 3rd 
Thursday of each month from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Help 
save lives; Give blood. 
 
September 1—Labor Day 
 
September 1-6—Dyer County Fair 
 
September 11—Patriot Day 
 
September 13-14– Flea Market – Dyer Co Fairgrounds 
 
September 20 —Newbern Depot Days Festival  
   Downtown Newbern 9am to 11pm 
September 22— Autumn Begins 
 
September 26-27—Main Street Festival- 
      BBQ Cook-Off Contest 

 
City of Dyersburg News 

Compliments of Mayor Holden 
Editors:  Tiffany Parker 

              Penny Damesworth 
Please contact us with any questions you may have 

or any information to submit. 
288-0724 or 288-7639 

Thanks Everyone! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

“Bo” Tilley 
John Murray 
Kevin Newman 
Jimmy Barnes 

Jesse “Ray” Canada 
Tim Griffith 
Neal Hardin 

Carmen Cupples 
Fentress Posey 
Lewis Norman 
Russell Blalock 

William Gable Jr. 
Jason Alexander 
Steve Anderson 

Colton Bane 

 
Betty Crossno 
Susan Davis 
Roger Dudley 
Brian Lucius 

Lois Montgomery 
Donna Moore 
Deana Mosley 

Jeffrey Powers 
Suzanne Rudell 

Amy Sims 
Brent Tharpe 
Bart Williams 
Billy Williams 

NOTICE 
 
If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would 
like to receive your own copy each month, email 
pdamesworth@dyersburgtn.gov 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter from the 
City of Dyersburg, email tparker@dyersburgtn.gov 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Shane Anderson   
William Dudley 
Michael Dobis 
Bobby Dudley 

Pam Eskew 
Robert Gonzales 

Susan Gray 
Donald Holland 
Mary Jo Hurst 

Steve Isbell 
Charles Ketchum 

Erik Larson 
Russell Lindsey 
Roger McBride 

Joe Mason McDowell 
Mike Morgan  

Thomas Mullins 
Kevin Patterson 
William Patton 
William Price 

Kenneth Sollis 
Gloria Spence 
Barry Stanley 

Bruce Swanner 
Billy Williams 
Sharon Windel 

 


